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and XP all have good security starting with requiring a user log on. There are
other operating systems available that offer security and a GUI-based inter-
face such asIBM OS/2, Linux and Unix. There are many flavors of Unix from AIX
(IBM’s version of Unix) to Santa Cruz Operations (SCO), Solaris, Sun, etc. Unix is
designed for the expert user and suited for people who know how to program
in the C language or write script files. Unix, just like Linux, is very flexible mak-
ing detailed configurations possible.

Linux is a Unix flavor that is open source or freeware. If you want support there
is a fee. There are numerous variations of Linux but providers such as Debian,
Caldera, Mandrake, Redhat, SuSee, etc., all offer different interfaces. | will dis-
cuss the Redhat version because it is what | am most familiar with after work-
ing with the client and server versions 7.x through 9.x.

Redhat lets the user choose between the Gnome or KDE GUI when it is in-
stalled. | found that you can easily select either interface or you can select the
command mode. Linux still lacks driver support and this is where Microsoft
seems to excel. However,Redhat does provide an open packaging system, RPM
Package Manager files that assist in the installation of devices with some de-
vices being recognized automatically. Redhat hardware requirements are:
200MHz Pentium or faster, 4.5GB of available disk space, 192MB of RAM for the
graphical mode and separate partitions for its file system. If you purchase
Redhat, it will include Basic Support.

0S/2 Warp is IBM’s client/server system that will typically run on a RS6000 or
Intel compatible PC. IBM is still working to make the OS/2 interface easier to
use. 0OS/2 Warp 4 requires a minimum of a 486DX, 16MB of RAM and 10GB of
available space, however, | suggest a system that is a 300MHz Pentium or faster
with 128MB of RAM with 20GB of available space.

Macintosh’s operating system is now Unix based with release X designed to
run on the iMac™, eMac, Power Mac™ G4, Power Mac G4 Cube and PowerBook
G3/G4 systems. It requires a minimum of 128MB of RAM, 4GB of available disk
space, and it will only run on Apple and Macintosh systems. Macintosh sys-
tems can run Window applications with use of third party software products
such as Virtual PC from Connectix.

Today’s market includes a buffet of operating systems. If you are a novice user,
then MS Windows or Macintosh would be the better choice. If you are an aver-
age user and desire greater flexibility with your O/S, then you could use an
open source system such as Linux with a GUI interface or if you are running
IBM equipment, you could use OS/2. If you are an expert user you could con-
sider one of the many flavors of Linux and Unix. MS Windows 2000 and XP Pro
both offer awide assortment of features to delight an expert’s appetite as well.

When you select your operating system know what you need according to
hardware, cost, knowledge level and your project tasking. Does your day-to-
day work include only word processing tasks or are you testing C programs? Do
you work with graphics? What are your future plans? Do you have to follow cer-
tain corporate or command policy standards for an operating system?

Use the links below for more information:

www.apple.com
www.linux.com
www.redhat.com

If you have questions on the operating systems offered under our IT Umbrella
Contracts, please go to our Web site at. www.it-umbrella.navy.mil.

www.ibm.com
www.microsoft.com
WWW.unix.com

Patrick G. Koehler is a member of the SPAWAR Systems Center Charleston Techni-
cal Support & Acquisitions Branch. He has a bachelor’s degree in Computer Infor-
mation Systems, and holds certifications for A+, Network+, CCNA, MCP, MCSA,
MCDBA and MCSE Windows 2000. ]
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NKO Puts Learning Tools
at Your Fingertips

By JO1 Jd Walter, USN, NPDC Public Affairs Office

Writing a paper or need information for college, work
or pleasure? Need more material than you can find
through Internet searches or can't get to the local li-
brary? Visit Navy Knowledge Online and tap into
the Gale Expanded Academic ASAP and Student
Resource Center - College Edition.

Brought to NKO by the Naval General Library Pro-
gram, the Gale resources are the result of a part-
nership between the library program and the Gale
Group. This partnership provides Sailors access to
full-text resources including over 41,000 primary
source documents and one of the most compre-
hensive collections of magazines and journals in
virtually all subject areas. You can find topical es-
says and biographies and critical analyses with cur-
rent full-text periodicals and newspapers. A mem-
ber of the Thomson Corporation, Gale is a world
leader in eResearch and educational publishing for
libraries, schools,and businesses.

Also featured on NKO, courtesy of the Naval Gen-
eral Library Program, is Peterson’s, another
Thomson Corporation Company, dedicated to con-
necting individuals, educational institutions and
corporations through numerous online products.
For locating facts and figures try Gale Student Re-
source - College Edition for balanced,in-depth cov-
erage in all the academic disciplines, delivering an-
swers for both the novice and experienced re-
searcher — all in one seamless search.

Other student resources include: sample CLEP and
SAT tests and CLEP Study Guides; college and uni-
versity links; a distance learning program, finan-
cial aid and test preparation assistance;and career
exploration materials.

“These resources are the perfect fit for NKO,” said
Capt. James Kantner, Naval Personnel Develop-
ment Command Knowledge Management Direc-
tor. “We are creating a learning environment that is
dedicated to providing Sailors the tools and re-
sources to excel, whether the Navy creates them or
not.”

The Naval General Library Program in partnership
with NKO is continuing its transformation into a
“brick and click” organization providing research
services to Sailors Afloat and Ashore that began
in 1995 with Library Multimedia Resource Centers
installed onboard ships and submarines.

To explore Gale or Peterson’s visit https://
www.nko.navy.mil and click on My EducationE
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